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Lent
Dear faithful,

As Lent begins, we are mindful of all we have had to give up
over this past year.  It has been a year like no other, one that has
tested us in every way. Preparing our hearts to enter this season
of penance we may well ask ourselves, can anything new be
born of this moment?

Lent is a season of hope — it means new springtime, re-
newal. We need hope now more
than ever to help us face the chal-
lenges of these days. During Lent
we may be tempted to focus on
the negative — on all we have had
to give up — but that is not the
aim. We do penance to bring
about our conversion.  In recog-
nizing our sinfulness, we are re-
minded that Jesus died for us
while we were still sinners to give
us the promise of everlasting life!
(See Romans 5:8.) Lent is there-
fore a time to give God permis-
sion to help us turn away from
the things that prevent us from
living a truly fulfilled life and em-
brace the victory Jesus has won
for us. It is his promise of new
life to us.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that, “every
(continued on page 3)

Le carême
Mes chers fidèles,

En ce début du Carême, nous sommes conscients de tout ce dont
nous avons dû nous priver au cours de l’année passée. C’est une
année pas comme les autres; une année qui nous a mis à l’épreuve de
toutes les manières possibles. En préparant nos cœurs à aborder
cette saison de pénitence, il y a lieu de se demander : est-ce que
quelque chose de nouveau peut naître de ce moment?

Le Carême est une saison d’espérance. Cela signifie
un nouveau printemps, un renouveau. Nous avons plus
que jamais besoin d’espérance pour nous aider à relever
les défis de ces jours. Pendant le Carême, nous pouvons
être tentés de nous concentrer sur le négatif : en
songeant à toutes les choses dont nous avons dû nous
priver. Mais ce n’est pas notre objectif. Nous faisons
pénitence pour provoquer notre conversion. En
reconnaissant notre condition de pécheurs, nous nous
rappelons que Jésus est mort pour nous alors que nous
étions encore pécheurs pour nous donner la promesse
de la vie éternelle! (voir Romains 5, 8.) Le Carême est
donc le moment d’accorder la permission à Dieu de
nous aider à nous détourner des choses qui nous
empêchent de vivre une vie pleinement épanouie et à
embrasser la victoire que Jésus a remportée pour nous :
sa promesse d’une vie nouvelle pour nous.

Dans le Catéchisme de l’Église catholique nous lisons
que : «  tout acte sincère de culte ou de piété ravive en
nous l’esprit de conversion et de pénitence et contribue

au pardon de nos péchés ». (CEC 1437) Nous faisons pénitence en
(continué à page 3)

Bishop/Évêque Christian Riesbeck, CC

SAINT JOHN — During the pandemic, Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception are responding to local and global
concerns through prayer and advocacy. Technology enables them to participate in online retreats and conferences.  Amid
restrictions, the Sisters continue to connect, celebrate and give thanks. For more, see pages 6 and 7. (Photo:  Ellen Sommerville)
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New FreemanThe
Bible in a Year Podcast tops charts

Father Mike Schmitz, a priest of the
Diocese of Duluth, Minn., and a popular
speaker and author, is seen in this
undated photo. He is host of The Bible in
a Year podcast. Each 20- to 25-minute
episode guides Catholics through the
Bible in 365 daily installments. (CNS photo/
courtesy Ascension)

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

`Shortly after Christmas The Bible in a Year
Podcast with Father Mike Schmitz took the
world by surprise when it climbed to the
top of Apple.com’s Podcast Chart, beating
out new services, television networks and
other mainstream sources. Now well into
February the Ascension Press podcast
maintains a rating of 4.3/5 and sits at
number 7 on the chart (https://

char tab le .com/char t s / i tunes /us -a l l -
podcasts-podcasts). It is the only religious
podcast currently in the top ten.

As the name reveals, Bible in a Year is
designed to take listeners through the en-
tire bible in 365 days. It follows the Great
Adventure Timeline created by renowned
Catholic bible scholar Jeff Cavin. This timeline
divides the bible into 12 unique time periods
relating to specific chapters in salvation his-
tory. This gives readers a “deeper understand-
ing of the biblical context as we read through
the bible,” host Fr. Schmitz of Ascension Press
said in the beginning episode. “It helps us to
understand the context as well, so we’re not
just getting a collection of stories, we’re also
getting the big story.” A downloadable read-
ing plan is available at oneyearbibleonline.com/
reading-plan-downloads/ for listeners to fol-
low along.

Fr. Schmitz has a true gift for reading
scripture, and listeners will immediately

notice that the words truly come alive. “It’s
not just recited,” Fr. Schmitz said, “I really
wanted to have it so that you get the sense
that it’s truly proclaimed.” Each episode is
approximately 20 minutes long and begins with
a scripture reading followed by commentary
and guidance “trying to put this in context.”

In dividing the bible into 12 unique
timelines Mr. Cavins hoped to make the
reading of the Bible  more relevant and ac-
cessible to the average reader. “There was
a time when I didn’t know how to read the
bible, and I started in Genesis and thought
maybe I’ll get to the end and think…man,
that’s an amazing story,” he said. “But I
lost interest in it trying to read in chrono-
logical order.”

Following historical timelines “made the dif-
ficult simple,” Mr. Cavin said. “This is really
the key to understanding the bible. Taking this
incredibly complex book that was written over
a few thousand years and making it simple so
that people can understand it.”

Out of 73 books Mr. Cavin said, “not all
books are equal. All are inspired but they
don’t all do the same thing.”

Books may be narrative, prophetic, po-
etry, apocalyptic, or various other types.
In creating the Great Adventure Timeline
Mr. Cavin picked out the 14 narrative books
and paired them with relevant readings from
the other sections of the bible that related
to them, expertly putting the other books
into historical context.

“When reading one of the 14 narratives
we may also hear from the psalms or the
prophets,” Mr. Cavin said. “This will be an
incredible tool for people to get a taste of
these books that up to now were sort of a
mystery. You’ll give them a place to live
and be understood.”

Bible in a Year has found its way into the
homes of many in the Diocese of Saint John,
who are benefiting from its straightforward
presentation. “I have been enjoying this
podcast,” Judy Kennedy of Saint John said.
“He puts everything in perspective! Love
it!” Cindy Mayo of Quispamsis agreed, “I
absolutely love this! I’ve also studied the
Bible Timeline so this serves as a wonder-
ful refresher and great daily devotional!”

Bible in a Year is available via the Apple
Podcasts app or at media.ascensionpress.com/
podcast/all-bible-in-a-year-episodes/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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(continued from page 1)
sincere act of worship or devotion promotes penance by reviving
the spirit of conversion and repentance within us and contributes to
the forgiveness of sins.” (CCC 1437.) We make penance through
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. In our observance of Lent it is im-
portant to remember the idea is not simply to give up one or two
things, but to be filled up with Jesus who makes all things new.

With this as the starting point we may choose to do things that
will help us stay closer to Jesus throughout the day. Increasing our
commitment to the sacraments by attending mass during the week
or going to confession more frequently is an excellent beginning,
because it puts us in direct contact with God’s grace. Making a
regular Holy Hour, praying the rosary, praying together as a family,
and reading scripture, participating in a virtual retreat or stations/
way of the cross, or any number of devotions that can be taken up
with consistency during these 40 days will help to orient our hearts
to the Lord.

As we continue to find ourselves living amid a pandemic, there
are no shortage of opportunities for almsgiving. I encourage you to
be aware of your neighbours in a particular way this Lent, to reach
out to those who are isolated and in need of companionship offering
help and support, a kind word, or a  good deed. Our greatest voca-
tion is to love God and to love our neighbour, and in this way, we
become signs of the new springtime Christ has promised.

In this year of St. Joseph, we look especially to our spiritual
father, and may use Lent as a time to grow closer to him. Those of
us wishing to make a consecration to Saint Joseph may choose to
begin on February 15, to be consecrated on the Solemnity of Saint
Joseph (March 19).  Visit our website for additional resources (https:/
/dioceseofsaintjohn.org/year-of-saint-joseph).

In his homily for Ash Wednesday last year, Pope Francis said
that Lent is a time “for recognizing that our lowly ashes are loved by
God. It is a time of grace, a time for letting God gaze upon us with
love and in this way change our lives. We were put in this world to
go from ashes to life.” With full confidence let us journey towards
Easter, conversion, and the hope of the Resurrection.

Sincerely yours in Jesus with Mary,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John

(continué de page 1)
priant, en jeûnant et en faisant l’aumône. Dans notre observance du
Carême, il est important de se rappeler que l’idée n’est pas simplement
de nous priver d’une ou deux choses, mais d’être rempli de Jésus qui fait
toutes choses nouvelles.

Dans cette perspective, nous pouvons choisir de faire des choses qui
nous aideront à nous rapprocher de Jésus tout au long de notre journée.
Pour partir du bon pied, nous pouvons approfondir notre attachement
aux sacrements en assistant à la messe pendant la semaine, ou en nous
confessant plus fréquemment, car ainsi nous sommes en contact direct
avec la grâce de Dieu. Il y a une foule d’autres dévotions qui nous
aideront pendant ces 40 jours à tourner notre cœur vers le Seigneur :
observer régulièrement une heure sainte, prier le chapelet, prier ensemble
et lire les Écritures en famille, faire une retraite ou participer à un Chemin
de croix virtuel, et bien d’autres dévotions à observer régulièrement.

Alors que nous continuons à vivre cette pandémie, il ne manque pas
d’occasion de faire l’aumône. Je vous encourage à être conscients de
vos voisins d’une manière particulière pendant ce Carême, à tendre la
main à ceux qui sont isolés et qui ont besoin de compagnie en leur offrant
aide et soutien, une gentille parole ou une bonne action. Notre plus grande
vocation est d’aimer Dieu et d’aimer notre prochain, et c’est ainsi que
nous devenons des signes de ce nouveau printemps que le Christ a
promis.

En cette année de St. Joseph, nous nous tournons spécialement vers
notre père spirituel et nous profitons du Carême comme l’occasion de
nous rapprocher de lui. Ceux et celles d’entre nous qui souhaitent faire
une consécration à Saint Joseph peuvent choisir de commencer le 15
février, afin d’être consacrés à la solennité de Saint Joseph (le 19 mars).
Veuillez consultez notre site Web pour des ressources supplémentaires.
(voir https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/annee-speciale-saint-Joseph)

Dans son homélie du mercredi des Cendres l’an dernier, le pape François
a déclaré que le Carême est un temps « pour reconnaître que nos pauvres
cendres sont aimées de Dieu. Il est un temps de grâce, pour accueillir le
regard d’amour de Dieu sur nous et, regardés de la sorte, changer de
vie. Nous sommes au monde pour marcher de la cendre à la vie. » En
toute confiance, cheminons vers Pâques, la conversion et l’espérance
de la résurrection. Recevez, chers fidèles, l’expression de mes meilleurs
sentiments.

En Jésus avec Marie,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Évêque de Saint John

Le carêmeLent

Virtual retreat invites catechists to seek encounters with Christ
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On January 29-30 for the first time, 17 catechists
in the Diocese of Saint John gathered for their annual retreat virtually.

For some including Tracy Horsley of Fredericton, this new format
made the retreat more accessible. “This was my first time attending a
catechist retreat,” Ms. Horsley said. “The fact that it was online made
it possible to accommodate in my schedule.”

With talks by Trevor Droesbeck of the Archdiocese of Moncton,
and Charlene Peters of the Diocese of Charlottetown, the weekend’s

theme is one that touched Ms. Horsley’s heart. “I loved the theme of
‘encounter’ because I was reminded of Christ’s continuous presence
to us in one another,” she said. “Regardless of my ability to see or feel
his presence, he is still always here.”

On Saturday morning Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CCf the Diocese
of Saint John, joined the group to offer a virtual mass.He expanded
on this theme of ‘encounter’ by reminding participants of the words of
Pope Francis in his apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, “the joy of
the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who
accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness

(continued on page 4)
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Life in the reign of God:
a place of inclusion and openness

Isolation is hard.  In the midst of the pandemic it has been one of
the most difficult challenges. The separation from family and friends,
the long periods of being alone, the lack of real and full social contact
with one another takes it toll on everyone. It is a necessary step for
the common good, but remains a high price to pay. We all long for the
time we can fully rejoin one another in all our communities.

Difficult as it is, we isolate in order to protect each other from the
virus. We all do it for the common good of our communities and our
world. In the case of our current circumstance, everyone is experi-
encing the exclusion and isolation. But what if we were the only one
excluded? The Gospel writer Mark relates a story of how Jesus re-
sponds to a person in this condition, someone who is treated as an
outsider or an “outcast”. The person is a leper (Mark 1:40-45).

The image of being treated as a leper often means being rejected or
excluded. The Old Testament passage from the Book of Leviticus
describes the fate of such lepers in the community (Lev.13:1-2, 45-
46). The leper was regarded as a threat, for their disease could infect
the community. The response was to drive them out, exclude them
from contact with others. What as that like?

Such a person was condemned to isolation, cut off from family,
from neighbours, from friends. They were doomed to live “outside
the camp” by themselves. Only when their disease no longer affected
them could they return to be with the community. Hence the need to
prove they no longer had the disease. In Israel, the physical disease of
the leper also gave rise to a ritual uncleanness. To return to the com-
munity required a certification from the priests in the temple, that
they had been healed.

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus encounters a leper facing such exclusion.
The leper asks for healing. Jesus responds with compassion. He reaches
out and touches the leper. It is a significant action on Jesus’ part. He
crosses the boundary of exclusion, both the physical barrier and the ritual

one. To do so was a risk, for crossing
these barrier places Jesus in danger of
physical contamination and also ritual un-
cleanness.

We encounter many “outsiders” in
our lifetime. Sometimes we may even
be “outsiders” ourselves. Perhaps our “outsiders” are those facing
burdens — poverty, unemployment, life struggles, addictions of any
kind. The “outsiders” may be those who have lost a spouse, those
who are of a different race, religion or ethnic group. The “outsider”
may be the stranger in our midst, the new person in the neighbour-
hood or parish. The “outsider” may be the one who is bullied in school,
the one who is “different” in whatever way from others.  Are we able
to reach out with healing inclusion as Jesus did with his touch?

The isolation we all feel in the midst of the corona virus pandemic, is the
daily experience of many outcasts among us. The virus will eventually
pass, and with it, the isolation that is our response. But among us there are
many whose life situation excludes them, without a virus.

To live in the ‘Reign of God’ is to live where all are included. No
one in the ‘Reign of God’ lives “outside the camp”. As disciples of
Jesus, are we able to cross the barriers to all outsiders? Can we build
our communities to mirror the open inclusiveness of the God’s reign,
where all are welcome?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories:
God and us

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 3)
and loneliness.”

Bishop Riesbeck reminded participants that while the fears and anxi-
eties surrounding Covid (including suffering, mental illness, and iso-
lation) “are never far from our thoughts, we need not fear.  We are his
concern, only he can truly satisfy the deepest longings of our hearts,”
the bishop said. “He is the hope we desperately need. We encounter
his presence through our prayer, in the sacraments, and in our acts of
charity.”

Ms. Horsley enjoyed the opportunity to connect with fellow catechists
in small group sessions. “My own weariness of heart was eased and
my faith was strengthened,” she said. “Exchanges like these offer
those life-giving encounters with Christ that mutually support us in
our journey. I left the retreat inspired to make a better effort to look
for the Lord in every encounter; favouring quality over quantity. He is
always there; may we have the blessing of seeking and recognizing
him.”

Cheryl Harris of the Miramichi was very pleased with her retreat
experience. “In addition to the excellent presenters, the heartfelt shar-
ing from fellow catechists was very special and meaningful,” she
said. “Although the retreat was held through Zoom, the technology
did not reduce the sincerity and warmth of the interactions. Mass
was lovely, and the organizers did a great job bringing the retreat to a

virtual platform.”
Recalling once more the words of the Holy Father in Evangelii

Gaudium, Bishop Riesbeck told participants that the Holy Father in-
vites all Christians, “to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ,
or at least an openness to letting him encounter them…The Lord does
not disappoint those who take this risk; whenever we take a step
towards Jesus, we come to real-
ize that he is already there, wait-
ing for us with open arms,”
Evangelii Gaudium, 3.

“Why do we want people to
encounter the joy of the gospel?”
Bishop Riesbeck asked. “Because
lives will be transformed!” This
is the true mission of the
catechist, and indeed of every
baptized Christian.

Natasha Mazerolle is a corre-
spondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Virtual retreat invites catechists to seek encounters with Christ
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Churches as field hospitals
Recently I received a letter from a woman whose life, in effect, had

imploded. Within the course of a few months, her husband divorced
her, she lost her job, was forced to move from the house she had
lived in for many years, was locked down in her new place by Covid
restrictions, and was diagnosed with a cancer which might be
untreatable. It was all too much. At a point, she broke down in anger
and resignation. She turned to Jesus and with bitterness, said: If you’re
there, and I doubt it, what do you know about any of this? You were
never this alone!  I suspect that we all have moments like this. What
did Jesus know of any of this?

Well, if we can believe the Gospels, Jesus did know all of this, not
because he had a divine consciousness, but because like the woman
in the story he knew right from the beginning what it meant to be the
one standing alone, outside the normal human circle.

This is evident right from his birth. The Gospels tell us that Mary
was forced to give birth to Jesus in a stable because there was no room
for them at the inn. That heartless innkeeper! The poor man has had to
endure centuries of censure. However, that thought misses the point of
the story and misconstrues its meaning. The moral of this story is not that
some heartless cruelty took place or that the world was too preoccupied
with itself to take notice of Jesus’ birth, though this latter implication is
true. Rather the real point is that Jesus, the Christ, was born an outsider, as
one of the poor, as someone who, right from the beginning, was not given
a place in the mainstream. As Gil Bailie puts it, Jesus was unanimity-
minus-one. How could it be otherwise?

Given who Jesus was, given that his central message was good

news for the poor, and given that he en-
tered into human life precisely to experi-
ence all it contains, including its pains and
humiliations, he could hardly have been
born in a palace, enjoyed every kind of
support, and been the centre of love and
attention. To be in real solidarity with the
poor, as Thomas Merton once put it, he
had to be born “outside the city”; and whether that was the case
historically or not, it is a rich, far-reaching metaphor. Right from the
beginning, Jesus knew both the pain and the shame of one who is
excluded, who has no place in the mainstream.

When we look closely at the Gospels, we see that there was no
human pain, emotional or physical, from which Jesus was spared. It
is safe to say, I submit, that no one, irrespective of his or her pain, can
say to Jesus: You didn’t have to undergo what I had to undergo!  He
underwent it all.

During his ministry, he faced constant rejection, ridicule, and threat,
sometimes having to hide away like a criminal on the run. He was also
a celibate, one who slept alone, one deprived of normal human inti-
macy, one with no family of his own. Then in his passion and death,
he experienced the extremes of both emotional and physical pain.
Emotionally, he literally “sweated blood”, and physically, in his cruci-
fixion, he endured the most extreme and humiliating pain possible for
a human being to undergo.

As we know, crucifixion was designed by the Romans with more
than only capital punishment in mind. It was designed as well to
inflict the maximum amount of pain and humiliation possible for a person
to endure. That was one of the reasons they sometimes gave morphine to
the one being crucified, not to ease his pain, but to keep him from passing
out and escaping the pain. Crucifixion was also designed to utterly humili-
ate the one being put to death. Hence, they stripped the person naked, so
that his genitals were exposed and that in his dying convulsions the loosen-
ing of his bowels would be his final shame. As well, some scholars specu-
late that during the night leading up his death on Good Friday, he may also
have been sexually abused by the soldiers. Truly there was not a pain or
humiliation he did not endure.

An old, classic definition of prayer tells us this: Prayer is lifting
mind and heart to God. Well, there will be low points in our lives
when our circumstances will force us to lift our minds and hearts to
God in a way that seems antithetical to prayer. Sometimes we will be
brought to a breaking point where in brokenness, anger, shame, and
in the despairing thought that nobody, including God, cares and that
we are all alone in this, consciously or otherwise, we will confront
Jesus with the words: And what do you know about that!  And Jesus
will hear those words as a prayer, as a sincere sigh of the heart, rather
than as some kind of irreverence..

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author.. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paridise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

D&P ready for tough
Share Lent campaign
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — This year Development and Peace knows what it’s
up against.

Last year COVID-19 hit in the middle of Lent, torpedoing the an-
nual Share Lent campaign. Carefully rehearsed appeals Development
and Peace members would have made to parishioners on the fifth
Sunday of Lent never saw the light of day. The baskets that would
have collected envelopes full of cash and cheques remained tucked
under the back row of pews.

Canada’s Catholic development agency tried to shift gears, go dig-
ital and make its appeals online. But they weren’t prepared.

This year Development and Peace’s 10,000 members across Canada
are being encouraged to create personal fund-raising pages using the
organization’s “Spreading Solidarity” platform. A different aspect of
Development and Peace’s work will be explored each week on the
Share Lent campaign website. An e-newsletter is going out weekly. A
virtual Way of the Cross is ready for Good Friday.

The theme is basic and simple. ‘Share Love Share Lent’ is the tagline on
posters, flyers and newsletters. But the secret sauce is Pope Francis,
explained Development and Peace deputy director Luke Stocking.

“Fratelli Tutti and Laudato Si’ (encyclicals) and the message and
vision of Pope Francis are helping us to connect with and inform a
new generation, to provide real roots for the next 50 years of the
organization,” said Mr. Stocking.

When the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and
(continued on page 11)
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SAINT JOHN — Sisters of Charity [SCIC]
highlighted the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity this January with prayer
and ritual at St. Vincent Residence in Saint
John (photo left).  Ecumenical friends
were invited to send greetings and
pictures enjoyed by Sisters at both St.
Vincent and Ruth Ross Residence next
door. Sister Mary Beth McCurdy,
congregational leader, also sent a letter
of blessing and greeting to ecumenical
friends in New Brunswick. During
Christian Unity week, guests are usually
invited to Carmel Chapel at Ruth
Ross. This year, however, Sisters could not
receive visitors. (L to r) Sisters Irene
Buechler, Muriel Buckley and Margaret
MacLean participated in a ritual
symbolizing the journey to God in the
centre, which also brings closeness to one
another beyond divisions. (SCIC photo)

SAINT JOHN — Sister Laura Hughes wears a mask and gown to
move between the two Sisters of Charity residences in Saint
John. Throughout the pandemic, the Sisters have been living
in separate bubbles at St. Vincent and Ruth Ross Residences. 
Earlier, they moved freely between the two houses via the
connecting pedway. Sr. Hughes liaises with Sisters and staff to
assist with personnel and financial resources management. The
needs and workload have increased during the past year to
follow necessary protocols and ensure health and safety.
Connecting online, Sr. Hughes also continues to serve as ethics
educator for St. Joseph’s Hospital.   (SCIC photo)

SAINT JOHN — In uncertain times, Sisters of Charity remain
committed to celebration. At St. Vincent Residence in Saint
John, they honoured Sister Monica Plante (left) December 6,
2020 as she completed 19 years of service with their
congregational archives. Here she enjoys a moment with Sister
Sandra Barrett during festivities filled with laughter and
storytelling. Sisters of Charity give thanks for essential staff in
their residences who help prepare for special occasions and
provide for daily needs. (SCIC photo)

SAINT JOHN — Associates and friends of
the Sisters of Charity visit and sing during
walkabouts outside Ruth Ross and St.
Vincent Residences in Saint John (photo
left). Here visitors greet Sisters gathered
above on the second floor of Ruth Ross. On
August 1, 2020, the group waved New
Brunswick flags before the provincial
holiday. Sisters and Associates look forward
to resuming their indoor visits and
gatherings when possible. (L to r) Linda Pye;
Bunny Keleher; Sharon Jacquard with
granddaughter Anna Cleveland; Danny
Joyce and Myra Murphy with Fenway the
dog. (Pat Poole, SCIC photo)
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SAINT JOHN — Sister Doreen McCarthy
signs a letter advocating for human rights
during a Write for Rights gathering of
Sisters of Charity and staff at Ruth Ross
Residence in Saint John. A similar
gathering was held December 10, 2020 at
St. Vincent Residence on Human Rights
Day with materials from Amnesty
International. During the pandemic,
Sisters have been advocating for social
and ecological justice and peace online,
via letter-writing and signing of petitions
from organizations such as Development
and Peace-Caritas Canada. They focus on
care for creation, elimination of poverty and
racism and just relationships with
Indigenous peoples. In the background is
Sister Anne Somers.  (Photo Andrea Butler)

‘Together with hope and courage’
A message from
Sister Mary Beth McCurdy

Based in Saint John, Sister Mary Beth
McCurdy is the congregational leader of the Sis-
ters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception.

SAINT JOHN — How are we experienc-
ing and learning from the pandemic?  Each of
us has a unique story to tell.  We — Sisters of
Charity — thank Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC of the Diocese of Saint John, for the invi-
tation to share aspects of our community life
from the past year in The New Freeman.

We join all of you in asking the God of hope
and healing to help us overcome the pandemic,
locally and globally. We also recognize this
kairos moment in history — God’s oppor-
tune time.

Calling on God’s Spirit, we seek a just re-
covery that ensures equality, peace and at-
tentiveness to those who are most vulnerable.
With Pope Francis and other prophetic lead-
ers, we are also committed to heeding urgent
cries of earth and all creation.

In an anxious time, we hold individuals and
families in prayer amid suffering, separation,
loss and mourning. We are also praying for
public health officials, leaders and adminis-
trators faced with difficult daily decisions.

With heartfelt thanks, we remember
frontline workers, dedicated volunteers, pas-
tors, medical teams and other caregivers. Their
remarkable resilience, courage, compassion
and generosity bring the gospel alive in our
day.

We are painfully aware of widespread suf-
fering from COVID-19 among migrant work-
ers, Indigenous communities and many peo-

Sister Mary Beth McCurdy
(Photography Flewwelling photo)

ple living in poverty in Canada as well as the
Global South. Clearly, the times cry out for
social and economic transformation. We are
grateful to participate with many others who
are committed to such vital transformation.

As members of the Sisters of Charity Fed-
eration, we participate in responding to glo-
bal concerns highlighted by our non-govern-
mental organization representative at the
United Nations. Together, we are in solidarity
with the global community now facing chal-
lenges to achieving the UN Sustainable De-
velopment Goals focusing on elimination
of poverty and environmental responsibility.

Early in this new year, we were happy to
connect for prayer with the Sisters of Char-
ity Federation via Zoom. Together, we hon-
oured the 200th anniversary of the death of
St. Elizabeth Seton — wife, mother, widow
and foundress of the North American Sisters
of Charity.  The Seton Shrine in Emmitsburg,
Maryland offers virtual tours and a new video
about the saint at www.seton200years.org.

In this sacred season, the Sisters of Char-
ity affirm the 2021 Share Lent theme of De-
velopment and Peace–Caritas Canada:  Share
Love, Share Lent! The Sisters join me in wish-
ing the people of the Saint John Diocese and
beyond a safe and graced Lenten season.

Together with hope and courage, let us jour-
ney with Jesus through life and death to health,
wholeness and resurrection joy.

For more about Sisters of Charity and As-
sociates, see www.sistersofcharityic.com.§

SAINT JOHN — Resident artist Sister
Muriel Buckley creates many inspiring
posters (left) at St. Vincent Residence,
Saint John honouring church feasts, as
well as national and global observances.
The hopeful images and messages convey
beauty while raising awareness among
Sisters and staff.  Sr. Buckley also creates
smaller posters to greet and thank service
providers and others unable to enter the
residence beyond outer doors. During the
pandemic, Sisters miss receiving guests,
going out to ministry and travelling to visit
family. Like many others, they rely on
media and technology to keep informed
and stay connected.  (Artwork by Muriel

Buckley, SCIC)
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A day that begins with prayer is a good day, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Prayer makes every day better, even the most
difficult days, Pope Francis said.

Prayer transforms a person's day "into grace, or better, it trans-
forms us: it appeases anger, sustains love, multiplies joy, instills the
strength to forgive," the pope said February 10 during his weekly
general audience.

Prayer is a constant reminder that God is nearby and so, "the prob-
lems we face no longer seem to be obstacles to our happiness, but
appeals from God, opportunities to encounter him," Pope Francis
said, continuing his series of audience talks about prayer.

"When you start to feel anger, dissatisfaction or something nega-
tive, stop and say, 'Lord, where are you and where am I going?' The
Lord is there," the pope said. "And he will give you the right word, a
piece of advice for moving forward without this bitter, negative taste,
because prayer is always — to use a secular word — positive. It
moves you forward."

"When we are accompanied by the Lord, we feel more coura-
geous, freer and also happier," he said. "So, let's pray always and for
everyone, even our enemies. This is what Jesus advised us, 'Pray for
your enemies.'"

By placing one in touch with God, the pope said, "prayer inclines us
toward an overabundant love."

In addition to praying for one's family and friends, Pope Francis
asked people to "pray above all for people who are sad, for those who
weep in solitude and despair that there still might be someone who
loves them."

Prayer, he said, helps people love others, "despite their mistakes
and sins. The person is always more important than his or her ac-
tions, and Jesus did not judge the world, but he saved it."

"Those people who always are judging others have an awful life;
they are always condemning, judging," he said. "It's a sad, unhappy
life. Jesus came to save us. Open your heart, forgive, excuse the
others, understand them, be close to them, have compassion and
tenderness, like Jesus."

At the end of the audience, Pope Francis led prayers for all who
died or were injured Feb. 7 in northern India when part of a glacier
broke off, setting off a major flood that smashed two hydroelectric
dams that were under construction. More than 200 people were feared
dead.

He also expressed his best wishes to the millions of people in Asia and
around the world who will celebrate Lunar New Year February 12.

Pope Francis said he hoped all those celebrating would enjoy a year
of "fraternity and solidarity. At this time when there are such strong
worries about facing the challenges of the pandemic, which touches
not only people's bodies and souls, but also impacts social relation-
ships, I hope that each person may enjoy the fullness of health and
serenity."§

Devil is in the details of government’s proposed conversion therapy ban
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Catholic News Service

OTTAWA — The Catholic Church and other religious organiza-
tions continue to express concern that a proposed bill that would ban
conversion therapy for youth in Canada could expose religious views
on human sexuality to criminal sanction even though the government
and even many Conservative Opposition MPs who support the bill
dismiss those concerns.

What is called “Bill C-6: An Act to amend the Criminal Code (con-
version therapy)” would make it illegal to advertise services related to
conversion therapy, force someone to undergo conversion therapy,
remove a child from Canada to undergo conversion therapy abroad
and profit from providing conversion therapy.

The definition of conversion therapy according to the federal gov-
ernment is “a practice that seeks to change an individual's sexual
orientation to heterosexual, to repress or reduce non-heterosexual at-
traction or sexual behaviours, or to change an individual's gender
identity to match the sex they were assigned at birth.”

While it bans all conversion therapy for youth, “the bill does not
criminalize the provision of conversion therapy to a consenting adult if no
money or other material benefit is received for providing such therapy”
and it “does not make it a criminal offence for a consenting adult to seek or
receive conversion therapy,” according to the government.

And while religious organizations such as the Catholic Church and
other mainstream religious organizations such as the Evangelical Fel-
lowship of Canada, the Canadian Centre for Christian Charities and
the Christian Legal Fellowship among others are quick in their oppo-
sition to Bill C-6 to indicate support for some form of control over
conversion therapy, some other organizations view Bill C-6 as an
assault on religious freedom.

In a brief submitted to parliament by the Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada, that organization expresses concern, like the Conference of
Catholic Bishops, that the wording of the bill could lead to religious
teaching on sexuality being criminalized.

“There is support within the evangelical community for the objec-
tive of Bill C-6, which is to protect Canadians from the damaging
effects of practices that have been widely discredited,” the Fellow-
ship’s brief to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Jus-
tice and Human Rights stated.

“We agree that there is no place in our communities or our country
for coercive, involuntary, or abusive practices. At the same time, we
have serious concerns with the very broad definition of conversion
therapy in Bill C-6,” the brief continued. “The proposed definition
goes beyond prohibiting involuntary, abusive or coercive change ef-
forts and lacks critical clarity about what kinds of activities might fall
within the bounds of the proposed legislation.

“We strongly urge amendments to the bill in order to clarify its
provisions and ensure it is consistent with fundamental Charter freedoms.
If unamended, this legislation would have a significant chilling effect on
expression on matters of human sexuality and gender. Interpreted broadly,
it could criminalize the expression of deeply held beliefs.”

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) also raises
that possibility.

“The protection of vulnerable Canadians from harmful acts is a
necessary and important goal and one which the Bishops irrevocably
support,” the CCCB said in a statement, but adds that the bill is “ge-
neric in its scope and ambiguous in its language, and thus its applica-
tion could be overextended and interpreted to include what are and
should remain lawful activities.”

While mainstream religious organizations such as the Catholic Church
(continued on page 9)
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Solidarity, not competition, must rule vaccine rollout, priest says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The only ethical and practical response to the
coronavirus pandemic is solidarity, not competition — including when
it comes to the vaccines, said a priest working on the Vatican COVID-
19 Commission.

The need to develop and widely distribute vaccines for the
coronavirus is the perfect example of how prioritizing solidarity serves
the common good, a lesson Catholic social teaching has been pro-
moting for decades, said Father Augusto Zampini, adjunct secretary
of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development and a
member of the commission's directorate.

Getting the vaccine "is not a competition, because if I arrive first
and the other doesn't arrive, it doesn't work," Fr. Zampini said, noting
that most scientists agree that to protect everyone, at least 70% of the
population would need to be vaccinated or to have had COVID-19
and recovered.

The global spread of the pandemic has shown the need for global
vaccination, he said. It is not enough that a few wealthier countries
vaccinate 70% of their populations because the virus does not stop at
the borders.

"If one person is not safe, nobody is safe," Fr. Zampini said.
Even if the vaccines are expensive, he added, they are the most

cost-effective way to end the pandemic and the billions of dollars it is
costing the world in health care, job losses, production slowdowns
and other economic consequences.

The Vatican, he said, is calling for universal access to the vaccines
with a special emphasis on vaccinating the poor, the elderly, migrants
and other vulnerable populations often left out of public health care
programs "because this is a case where, if we don't vaccinate every-
body, it won't work."

The pope, the Vatican COVID-19 Commission, the Vatican Secre-
tariat of State and its representatives, Caritas Internationalis and the
Pontifical Academy for Life also have been calling for an easing of
patent protections so that internationally approved COVID-19 vaccines
can be made less expensively in multiple facilities around the world
and delivered quickly to nearby populations.

Patents are necessary to motivate and reward research, innovation,
creativity and investment, Fr. Zampini said, "but now what we need
is an urgent innovation for the common good."

And, he said, if most of the money invested in the vaccine develop-
ment "is public money," which it was, then the vaccine should be
considered "a public good" and not simply a product to be sold.

The world has experienced pandemics before, "but never one like
this that affected so much every single country in the world and
every single person on the planet," he said. Property rights must be
protected, but the international community has other goods to protect
as well — the life and health of its people, first of all.

But the Vatican COVID-19 Commission's goal is not simply "vacci-
nation for all," he said. "The aim is a healthier planet where we can
have healthy people and healthy institutions."

The pandemic "is a very serious crisis related to public health, geo-
politics, economics, jobs, climate change," education and more, Fr.
Zampini said.

The commission, which is in constant dialogue with health care
experts, dioceses and religious orders around the world, also is trying
to help by developing educational material explaining the coronavirus
and the vaccines, including the Catholic Church's judgment regarding
the morality of their production, he said.

With the local communities' trust and their vast local networks, Fr.
Zampini said, Catholic and other religious leaders and organizations
have a big role to play assuaging fears and convincing people that
getting vaccinated is good for them and for their neighbours.§

(continued from page 8)
have issues with how the courts will eventually interpret the wording
of the bill but have been careful not to express support for conversion
therapy in practice, other socially conservative organizations such as
the Campaign Life Coalition have labelled the bill an attack on religious
freedom and part of an anti-Christian agenda.

The Campaign Life Coalition has created a “Stop The Ban” website
(stoptheban.ca) that calls Bill C-6 an “unprecedented assault on civil
liberties, religious freedom and Christianity itself.”

“If passed, Bill C-6 will jail parents for affirming gender-confused chil-
dren in the sex they were born, pastors for providing spiritual guidance
and therapists for counselling clients who voluntarily ask for help with
unwanted sexual feelings,” the Stop the Ban website claimed.

Federal Justice Minister David Lametti has repeatedly dismissed
that possibility in his public statements about the bill and in the govern-
ment’s response to the numerous petitions that have been filed in the
House of Commons that ask for the government to change Bill C-6.

When Bill C-6 passed second reading in the House of Commons by
a vote of 308-7, including support from Opposition Conservative leader
Erin O’Toole, numerous Conservative MPs supported the bill during
debate on Bill C-6 in October and sided with the Liberal government
in dismissing some of the concerns being raised by opponents.

Alberta Conservative MP Michelle Rempel said during debate on the bill
that concerns that the bill will infringe on religious freedom are overblown.

“This bill proposes limits that are rationally connected to the goal of
protecting LGBTQ2 Canadians,” she said, adding “it does not arbi-
trarily infringe on religious freedom.”

“In my view, the spirit and value of religious freedoms is to protect
individuals so they may practise their faith. Many existing provisions
in our Criminal Code, however, already limit what actions might be
taken in the name of that. Religious freedom does not extend to harm-
ing others,” Ms. Rempel said.

“To be clear, this does not mean that Bill C-6 somehow infringes on
parents' rights to talk to their children about sex and sexuality. It does
not infringe on parents' rights to hold the belief that homosexuality is
wrong, which is, again, a belief I fully reject. It does not infringe on
those parents' rights to express that belief either.

“It does, as has been stated over and over, prevent any practice,
treatment, or service, designed to change someone’s sexuality or gender
identity. Bill C-6 draws the line at turning that belief into a practice
designed to change fundamentally who someone is, and in so doing,
prevents harm to their person.

“For those who are worried that this could somehow be a slippery
slope, I would also point members to the fact that many other juris-
dictions and municipalities have also, within the tools available to them
within their jurisdictional responsibilities, implemented similar meas-
ures. Churches are still operating, as are mosques and gurdwaras,”
Ms. Rempel said.§

Devil is in the details of government’s proposed conversion therapy ban
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February 21, 2021   First Sunday of Lent
First Reading: Genesis 9.8-15

God’s covenant with Noah
when he was delivered from the flood.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 25.4-5a, 6+7b, 8-9 (R.10)
R. Your paths, Lord, are love and faithfulness

for those who keep your covenant.

Second Reading:   1 Peter 3.18-22
The waters of the flood prefigured the baptism

which now saves you.

Gospel: Mark 1.12-15
Jesus was tempted by Satan; and the Angels waited on him.

Sunday’s Liturgy

Disability advocates find support from UN experts
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — Disabled Canadians are fight-
ing for their lives and against legislation that
paves the way for clean, quiet, anonymous sui-
cides at the hands of medical professionals.

In the first round of hearings before the
Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Com-
mittee February 1, Jonathan Marchand told
Senators how Bill C-7 will only increase pres-
sure that already exists for disabled people to
take the first exit ramp, an argument backed
up by three United Nations human rights ex-
perts.

“Disability should never be a ground or jus-
tification to end someone’s life, directly or in-
directly,” said a statement from special
rapporteurs Gerard Quinn, Olivier De Schutter
and Claudia Mahler, who have been investi-
gating Canada’s medical assistance in dying
(MAiD) legislation on behalf of the UN Hu-
man Rights Council. The three disability and
legal scholars also testified before the Senate
committee February 1.

Bill C-7 will expand access to assisted dy-
ing in response to a 2019 Quebec Superior
Court decision to make it possible for disa-
bled people who are not facing imminent death
to request a doctor’s help in killing themselves.
It will also remove the requirement that pa-
tients be capable of consenting to the proce-
dure at the moment lethal drugs are adminis-
tered. The bill, which has already passed in
the House of Commons, violates Canada’s
obligations under the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities, the special
rapporteurs said.

“Canada talks a big game when it comes to
human rights, but we’re not even compliant
with the Convention,” said Mr. Marchand.
“What they’re proposing to do (in Bill C-7) is
incredibly discriminatory. It only enshrines into
the law that our lives are not worth living,
that it’s OK to offer people with disabilities
assistance to kill themselves while the rest of
the population, we’re helping them to live.”

The law presumes that the lives of disabled
people are not worth living, Mr. Marchand
said.

“Canada takes very seriously its international
human rights obligations, including those un-
der the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities,” justice department spokes-
man Ian McLeod told The Catholic Register
in an e-mail. “It is Canada’s position that Bill
C-7 is consistent with these obligations. The
proposed expansion of eligibility for MAiD is
not based on negative stereotypes equating
disability with loss of dignity of quality of life,
but on the respect for the autonomy of all
persons with a serious and incurable illness,
disease or disability to choose MAiD as a re-
sponse to intolerable suffering that cannot be
alleviated by means acceptable to them.”

The problem is that the choice is not between
death and full participation in society. Rather it’s
either death or a life limited by poverty and a slim
menu of services offered by provincial health
systems, said King’s University College disabil-
ity studies professor Jeff Preston.

“It ignores or it minimizes the brutal reality
of ableism that is experienced by disabled peo-
ple,” Mr. Preston said. “You are constantly
being told that your life is hard, that your life
is tough, that it sucks to be you, while at the

same time having sys-
tems, government
systems, support sys-
tems that also essen-
tially make this a self-
fulfilling prophecy.”

Living on the

bare minimum provided by the Ontario Dis-
ability Support Program (ODSP) while hav-
ing to beg for personal support workers,
prosthetics and basic technology would seem
designed to push people into opting for MAiD,
he said.

“You can’t say that you’re going to pro-
vide people with a choice and then rig the
system to get the outcome that you want.
Not only is it not fair, but quite frankly, in this
instance, I would say that it’s akin to mur-
der.”

For eight years Mr. Marchand has been
asking for supports that would allow him to
live with muscular dystrophy, relying on a
ventilator to breathe. So far, the Quebec gov-
ernment says it can only provide such sup-
port inside a long-term care institution.

“I was pressured to accept euthanasia be-
fore,” Mr. Marchand said. “This so-called
choice I had was either death, assisted dying
or to be trapped into the system for the rest
of my life.” The 44-year-old refused the of-
fer.

Canada’s existing assisted dying laws al-
ready violate the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, a 2010 UN treaty
which Canada signed, said Toujours Vivant-
Not Dead Yet founder Amy Hasbrouck.

“It creates a situation where people with-
out disabilities who say they want
to die end up with suicide preven-
tion services, whereas disabled
people who want to die are given
state assistance to kill themselves.
That’s discriminatory (and) de-
prives people of the right to life,”
said Ms. Hasbrouk.

At the very least, Ms.
Hasbrouck wants the Senate to
send C-7 back to the Commons
with amendments that address the
vulnerabilities of disabled people.§

Amy Hasbrouk (The Catholic Register photo)
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OBITUARIES

GILLEN, NOLA BERNICE —
The family of Nola Bernice Gillen,
wife of the late Harry Gillen, an-
nounces her peaceful passing on
January 25, 2021. Born on July 17,
1928, she was the daughter of the
late Ida and Sylvester (Atkinson)
Dalton.

Nola is survived by her sister-in-
law and long-time friend since they
were 5 years old, Mary Gillen. She
is also survived by several nieces
and nephews and great-nieces and
nephews. She was predeceased by
her parents and her husband, Harry.

Arrangements were under the
care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A private
Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated.

BRENAN, WILLIAM — The
family of William Brenan announces
his passing on January 25, 2021.
He was born in Saint John, on De-
cember 13, 1932 the son of Roy
Ernest and Mary (Fuller) Brenan.

He is survived by his son Daniel
of St. Stephen and his daughter
Kathleen and her husband Gordon
Thomas of Saint John, daughter-
in-law Mary Tiong and grandson
Roy Brenan both of New Westmin-
ster, BC, his much loved sister
Rosemarie and her husband Edwin
LeBlanc of Chamcook and their ex-
tended family, sister-in-law
Margaret McGarrity and many
nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was predeceased by his par-
ents, wife Patricia, son Timothy

and his “Aunt” Kay.
Arrangements were under the

care of Castle Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Private Mass of Christian
Burial was held from Holy Spirit
Parish (St. Rose of Lima Catholic
Church), Saint John. Interment fol-
lowed in Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint
John.

O’LEARY, DOREEN MARY —
It is with great sadness that the fam-
ily of Doreen Mary O’Leary an-
nounce her passing on Saturday,
January 30, 2021 at her residence
only weeks following the passing
of her husband of 63 years, Alban
O’Leary. Born in Saint John on
August 29, 1935, she was a daugh-
ter of the late Edward and Hazel
(Dugay) O’Brien.

Doreen will be lovingly remem-
bered by her son, Edward; sisters,
Judy Albert of Saint John and Marie
Gionet of Kingston, ON; brothers,
Francis O’Brien of Saint John and
Patrick O’Brien of Trenton, ON;
sisters-in-law, Sharon, Geraldine and
Kay; as well as several nieces and
nephews, great nieces and neph-
ews, great-great nieces and neph-
ews and cousins.

In addition to her parents and
husband, Alban, Doreen was pre-
deceased by her brother, Edward
O’Brien, and brothers in law, Larry
Albert and Gerald Gionet.

Arrangements were under the
care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated from

St. Joseph’s Church, Saint John.
Interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery,
Saint John.

HELLWARTH, THERESIA
‘THEA’ E.H.M. — It is with heart-
felt sadness that the family of
Theresia “Thea” E. H. M.
Hoellwarth announces her passing
on February 5, 2021 with her lov-
ing family by her side.

Thea was born in Schagen, Hol-
land, on July 20, 1929. She immi-
grated to Montreal in 1954 where
she met the love of her life Gunter.
They married in 1956 and raised 3
wonderful children and moved to
Saint John in 1973.

Survived by her husband of 64
years Gunter, and daughters Ingrid
(Graham) Rossiter and Nora
(Kevin) Boudreau. Daughter in law
Stephanie and grandchildren
Jessica, Joshua, Emilee, and Sarah.
Sister Leonie Bartles in Holland and
brother Henry VanLeuven of Mon-
treal. Predeceased by son Peter and
brother Jack VanLeuven.

Arrangements were under the

care of Brenan’s Bay View Funeral
Home, Saint Joh. A private Mass of
Christian Burial took place.

McDERMOTT, LEO ALEXAN-
DER — It is with deep sorrow that
the family of Leo Alexander
McDermott announce his peaceful
passing on Friday, February 5,
2021, at the Saint John Regional
Hospital.He was born in Saint John
on FEbruary 3, 1929.

Leo was predeceased by his wife
Elizabeth “Betty” (Boyle), his par-
ents Leo Patrick and Ann Martha
(Surette), his brother-in-law Murray
Boyle (Patsy, Barbara) and his sis-
ter-in-law Kay (Boyle) Ryan
(Harry). He is survived by his daugh-
ters Edythe, of Saint John, N.B.;
and Moira, of New Westminster,
B.C.; as well as several cousins,
nieces, nephews, and their families.

Arrangements were under the
care and direction of Brenan’s Bay
View Funeral Home, Saint John.
Services will take place at a later
date. Leo will be interred at the Her-
mitage Cemetery, Fredericton.§

(continued from page 5)
Peace launched in 1967 its touchstones were the renewal of the Church
launched by the Second Vatican Council, the council’s central docu-
ment, Gaudium et Spes, and St. Pope Paul VI’s ringing endorsement
of a post-colonial future in Populorum Progressio.

When Mr. Stocking speaks with young people today, he finds few
of them have a strong grasp of the council of 1962 to 1965, which
may pre-date their parents.

“But they know about Laudato Si’, they know about caring for our
common home. They know about Pope Francis,” he said.

Online campaigning is simply not the same as in-person fund-
raising and Development and Peace is prepared for a down year.
“We’re looking at potential losses of $3 to $4 million from the

usual Share Lent campaign.”
But the organization is also emerging from a painful period of

tension with the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops.
“There’s increased levels of trust,” Mr. Stocking said.
Money is always a mystery, but Development and Peace’s prayers

are a sure thing.
The Canadian arm of the global Caritas network will propose

Sunday morning prayers of the faithful for peacemakers, for hu-
manitarian workers, for protectors of the Earth and for human
rights defenders.
On the fifth Sunday of Lent, Development and Peace will pray

for its partners around the world: “May they continue, through
our support, to build a world of kindness, justice and peace.”§

Tough Share Lent campaign
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‘We won’t lose connection’ – Couples for Christ forges ahead during pandemic
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

Couples for Christ (CFC) describes them-
selves as a united, global community of fam-
ily evangelizers. With a presence in Saint John
Region, Moncton and Fredericton this vibrant
and active community brings life and support
to the parishes in which they are present.

“We are a charismatic Catholic life, mar-
riage and family ministry community recog-
nized by the Vatican as a Private International
Association of the Faithful of Pontifical Right,”
Marie-Joyce Ramos, lay missionary for Cou-
ples for Christ Canada, she is based in Mon-
treal (QC) and assigned to the Atlantic Re-
gion, said. “Rooted in the Sacraments, we
strive to build the church of the home and the
church of the poor through our family minis-
tries, advocacies and programs.”

From its beginnings in Manila, Philippines
in 1981, CFC has spread to over 100 coun-
tries. The community came to Canada in 1994
establishing itself in Vancouver, and now has
a presence in every province. “Members work
actively for the renewal of their own families,
on the premise that the family is the basic unit
of society,” Ms. Ramos said.  “We are a womb
to tomb community, wherein we have a place
for everyone in the family through ministries
such as Kids for Christ, CFC-Youth, Singles
for Christ, Handmaids of the Lord and Serv-

ants of the Lord.”
CFC members journey together in house-

hold groups, accompanying one another in
friendship and prayer to an encounter with
Christ. With the onset of the pandemic in
2020, CFC continued its mission of building
the church of the home and of the poor by
using technology to stay connected. “We have
technology on our side and we still find ways
to connect on Zoom. It’s not ideal but it’s a
good way to connect with one another,” Ms.
Ramos said. “We still have prayer together,
we still share our faith, we reflect on the gos-
pel with one another but also we continue to
build that relationship, even if it’s virtual. We
won’t lose that connection because it’s really
something that’s big for our community —
that communal aspect of our relationship that
is based on our faith in Christ.”

Fellow lay missionary Meagan Webb, who
is based in Toronto agreed. “Since the pan-
demic has shuffled things a bit, it has also
opened things up to people who can’t meet
with their regular household,” she said. “So
we say, let’s see who we can connect with to
keep that faith going. One cool blessing of
having a virtual space is that it removes that
border and allows us to connect more.”

Rosco Doromal, longtime member and ac-
tive leader with CFC in Calgary said that, “my
faith has deepened completely, my trust in
Jesus really has deepened.” For Mr. Doromal,

sharing the gospel was a natural response to
what he received. “I had an encounter; I have
to share it to others,” he said. “That’s why I
became a lay missionary with Couples for Christ.
It has really nurtured my relationship with my
wife, Sally, and filters down to our five children
and grandchildren.”

Garry Sabino of St. George, New Bruns-
wick credits his strong family to his involve-
ment with CFC. “Like any marriage we have
gone through a lot of trials, but we were able to
overcome these with the help our brothers and
sisters in the community,” he said.  “And of
course, the faith that we pass on to our children
is really rooted in them, because they started from
a young age. Now I can see it in them, we are
very confident that they will continue in faith
and pass it on to their to their future families.”

Mr. Sabino is passionate about sharing what
he’s encountered through CFC with others.
“Our mission is to renew the family,” he said.
“That’s why I joined the community, because
I want to be part of that mission, to help re-
new the family in the world.”

Couples for Christ has 250 members in
New Brunswick. For more information visit
www.couplesforchrist.ca, or search Couples
for Christ Canada on Facebook.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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